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The 12th September marks the beginning of trench-
warfare for the First Army on the Aisne. Before
provisionally concluding this briefly outlined account
of the strategy of the Army, it may be useful to describe
the period of transition to position-warfare by means of
the decisions made and the orders issued, and thereby
to demonstrate how the First Army, by its many days'
battle on the Aisne, was called upon to lay the founda-
tion stone for the eventual establishment of the German
western front from the Aisne to the Yser. Extracts
from a Memorandum, written by the Army Commander
to the Second Army Commander, will also be added.
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From Army Headquarters, which at that time were
close up to the front at Juvigny and behind the artillery
positions of the IV. Corps, an Army Operation Order
was issued on the evening of the 12th, stating that the
enemy had succeeded in crossing the Aisne in front of
the right wing of the IV. Eeserve Corps, and further that
the VII, Corps was retiring from about Braisne towards
Vailly. The First Army was to maintain and strengthen
its positions. The IV. Corps, by arrangement with
the IV* Eeserve Corps, was to support it with heavy
artillery from about north-east of Nouvron, and the
IX. Corps would also support the IV. Eeserve Corps
by enfilade fire from the high ground west of Morsain.
It was the duty of the III. Corps, co-operating with the
IL and I- Cavalry Corps, to prevent the outflanking
of the left wing of the Army. Lepers Brigade was to
attack from Compi^gne towards the north bank of the
Aisne in the direction of Attichy, as also the 10th
Landwehr Brigade from Eibecourt. Both brigades
were to be affiliated to the IX. Corps. The more or

